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The setting of the story "The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calvary" happens to be in Calaveras County in California. In the story, the storyteller retells a narrative he received about Jim Smiley, the gambler from Simon Wheeler, a bartender at a hotel in California. The narrator interviews Simon Wheeler who could have an idea of Leonidas Smiley, an old acquaintance (Twain 686). Simon appears not to have an idea or knowledge of the whereabouts of Jim Smiley, who had visited the mining camp some years earlier. Jim is a gambler and would bet on everything and anything that comes to his mind. Jim catches a frog and names it Dan 'I Webster and takes up three months training the frog how to jump. A stranger visits the mining camp, and Jim shows off the frog and offers to gamble 40 dollars if it can compete with any other frog in jumping in Calaveras County.
The stranger becomes unimpressed and agrees to the bet if he has a frog. Jims leaves Dan 'I with the stranger to find another frog. The feller pours lead shot on the throat of Dan 'I while Jim was at the swamp. When Jim returns, he and the stranger let the frog loose and sets them down. Dan ‘I fail to budge, and the stranger's frog jumps away, forcing Jim to pay the 40 dollars wager. After the gamble, the stranger took the money and left on his way. While leaving out of the room, the stranger lurched his thumb over his shoulder and deliberately said that he did not see any point of Jim claiming that his frog is better than any other (Twain 690). After the stranger leaves, Jim finds out that Dan' I have become baggy and sluggish and picks up the frog. To his surprise, the weight of the frog happens to be much more substantial than Jim could remember. Later, the frog belches out a double handful of lead shot. At this point, Jim realized he had been cheated on and decided to chase the stranger.  However, after all his efforts, he never catches him. Various themes manifest themselves in the story. They include American society, culture clash, and deception. In this context, the paper discusses the idea of deception.  
Deception is a fundamental issue in the story and occurs on several occasions. A friend who had arranged for Mark Twain to meet with the westerner cheated on him. Mark Twain could notice Simon Wheeler dozing securely by the barroom fire of the decrepit tavern in the corroded mining site of Angel’s. After telling him he had been commissioned to make inquiries about Leonidas Smiley, Simon Wheeler pushed Mike Twain in a corner and blocked him with a chair. By covering the real humor of his tale, Mr. Wheeler originally fools Mark Twain by persuading him to have patience and pause for a more thoughtful narrative that would be forthcoming. Simon never smiled, frowned, or changed his tone from the gentle-flowing key to the tune of his first sentence (Twain 686). Besides, he did not betray the least doubt of enthusiasm. Through the constant narrative of Simon Wheeler, Mark Twain could tell that from imagination, there was something ridiculous and funny about the story Simon narrated to him. A friend of Mark Twain directed him to ask about the information of Leonidas Smiley from the old Simon Wheeler he would meet at the mining camp. Wheeler never wanted Mark Twain to hear about the interesting narrative of Jim Smiley, who was considered as a famous gambler. 
Besides, Wheeler tricked Mark Twain by telling him the improbable and unbelievable story of Jim Smiley rather than Leonidas.  Mark Twain had gone to make inquiries about the valued friend of his childhood by the name Rev. Leonidas W. Smiley. In his position, Mark Twain would feel obliged to Rev. Leonidas if Mr. Wheeler could tell him anything about him. Instead, Mr. Wheeler narrates the story of a feller in the mining camp named Jim Smiley (Twain 686). Jim was believed to be at the mining site in the wintertime of '49 or the springtime of '50 (Twain 686). Mr. Wheeler could not remember precisely, someway, all the same, what made him reason it was one or the other was that he could remember that the big Flume was not over when Jim Smiley arrived on the site. He explained how Jim was the most curious man on issues concerning betting on anything. If Jim could, he would identify anyone to gamble on the opposite side, and if he was unable, he would change sides. Anything appropriate to the other person would be suitable for Jim, and as long as he had a wager, he was at peace as Mr. Wheeler narrated (Twain 686).  Mr. Wheeler deceived Mark Twain by narrating to him the story of Jim Smiley rather than Rev. Leonidas Smiley. 
 The gamble between Jim Smiley and the stranger portrays fraud. However, a stranger outsmarts him and beats him through cheating. Although Jim Smiley may appear to be lucky in extraordinary ways, it is evident that he can win his bets partly through cleverness and cunningness. A foreigner in the camp one day came across Jim with his box and enquired to know what was inside. Instead of being straightforward, Jim told him it could be a parrot, canary, or just a frog (Twain 688). The stranger inquired about the significance of the frog, and Jim Smiley told him that it could out jump any other frog that existed in Calaveras County. However, the feller did not see any points about the frog that could make it better than any other frog. Jim claimed that the stranger had no experience and understanding of frogs, and he could have been an amateur. The stranger claimed that if he could get a frog, he would gamble with Jim. Smiley requested the stranger to hold his box for a minute so that he could get him a frog. 
The stranger was thinking to himself, and he removed the frog from the box and opened the mouth. He then acquired a teaspoon and fed the frog with quail shot near to his jaw and set him on the ground. Later Jim fetched a frog from the swamp and told the stranger to set him alongside Dan'l, with the forepaws even with Dan'l's (Twain 689). After Jim gave the word, the stranger’s frog sprang off lively, but Dan'l gave a heave and hasted up his shoulders and was unable to bulge. Smiley was disgusted and did not have an idea of what the matter could be. Smiley was on his feet, rubbing his head and watching down at his frog. He wondered if there was something wrong with Dan'l since he somehow appeared baggy. Jim fetched Dan'l by the neck and raised him up. As he twisted him upside down, Dan'l burped out quail shot amounting to a double handful. At that moment, Jim realized that the stranger had deceived him. He could not control himself, and he ended up becoming the maddest man and put the frog down to take after the stranger (Twain 690).  The stranger used deceitful ways to win the gamble by staffing Jim's frog with weight, and that was disapproval of his contestant.  
The act of loading a frog with a quail shot to prevent it from engaging in a matching competition can be considered as amusing. Nonetheless, the slyness in which the winner frog is defeated is seemed to be a sign of the interests of Mark Twain in advocating border common sense. It can be considered as a validation of deception or cheating in a mischievous sense. Nevertheless, a moral distinction is posed in the story between dishonest and honest cleverness. Also, it points out that one does not necessarily need to be well-spoken and educated to be clever. Besides, a decent education cannot be used as a shield against getting deceived. Jim is cunning in selecting frogs as his choice of animals to be used in the competition. The stranger also manifests cunningness by filling Jim’s frog with quail shot while Jim was away. An ethical distinction may not be demonstrated in the two scenarios. Cleverness is demonstrated through comparisons of who is wiser between Simon Wheeler and Mark Twain. Although Jim happens to fool people with his animals, he does not cheat or lies to them. Thus he can be considered cunning but not dishonest. Simon Wheeler may seem unsuccessful and uneducated, but he can fool the feller from the East by forcing him to pay attention to absurd tales. 
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